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said that Shantiniketan is for material progress and Satyagraha
Ashram exists solely for spiritual progress. When the Poet sees this
he will either laugh at it if he remembers that I could not possibly
say or mean any such thing about Shantiniketan, or he will be angry
and despondent that even I should be so hopelessly ignorant and
inartistic as not to see the spirituality of Shantiniketan. The
Poet, I feel sure, is not likely to do me the injustice of thinking
me capable of holding the belief imputed to me. I could say to
the Poet, as indeed I have done, that Shantiniketan lacks discipline.
He had laughed over it and even endorsed my criticism and justi-
fied it saying he was a Poet and Shantiniketan was for his amuse-
ment. He could only sing and make others sing. I was free to
introduce all the discipline I liked but he was only a Poet. The
reader must know that I have lived at Shantiniketan for more
than once. I am permitted to regard it as a home of retreat.
My boys have had shelter there and at the Gurukula when I was
away in England.1 My conversation with the Hindi teacher was
on the basis that both he and I were lovers of Shantiniketan.
How can Shantiniketan be otherwise than spiritual when the
author of pure spiritual poetry is the dominating spirit there?
I am not so dull as to think that a place where Devendranath
Tagore2 lived could be devoid of spirituality. The readers of
Toung India are aware that I receive spiritual draughts from Shan-
tiniketan from time to time sent by Badadada who is incessantly
watching over me and praying for the success of my mission. I
hasten to inform the reader that I regard many professors and
teachers of Shantiniketan as highly spiritual and good men whose
association I have valued as a privilege. I must further inform the
reader that I consider Bengal to be the most spiritual among our
provinces. The whole of my conversation which is unfortunately
reported was carried on in a humorous strain. I have often claimed
among lovers of Shantiniketan greater spirituality for Satyagraha
Ashram than Shantiniketan. But such competition and claim must
not be interpreted into an assumption of superiority. I am most
desirous to keep Satyagraha Ashram veiled from the public. We
are there a band of humble unlettered workers knowing our own
failings, trying to understand them still further and undoubtedly
intent upon finding the truth and wanting to live and die for it.
Comparisons between kindred but not identical institutions must
never be made. But if a comparison must be made, in spite of
1  Vide Vol. XIII, p. 18.
2 Father of Rabindranath Tagore